United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/690.525 



10/22/2003 



25944 7590 02/04/2010 

OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 



EKPO, NNENNA NGOZI 



PAPER NUMBER 



NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE 
02/04/2010 ELECTRONIC 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com 
j armstrong @ oliff.com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/690,525 


Applicant(s) 

KAMIYA, MASAHIRO 


Examiner 

NNENNA N. EKPO 


Art Unit 

2425 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10, 12-14 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-10, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Billmaier (U.S. Patent No. 7,076,202) in view of Zadesky et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 7,333,092). 

Regarding claims 1 and 9, Billmaier discloses an electronic program guide 
display control apparatus for displaying a part of an electronic program guide on a 
display screen and scrolling the display of a display area in response to specification 
operation on the display screen, the electronic program guide display control apparatus 
comprising (see col. 6, lines 18-54, fig. 2): 

a specification point detection unit for detecting a specification point on the 
display screen (see col. 7, lines 57-col. 8, line 5, col. 11, lines 1-11). 

a scroll control unit for scrolling the display of the display area based on a 
positional relation between the specification point detected by the specification point 
detection unit and a predetermined point on the display screen (see col. 13, lines 9-15), 
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In an analogous art, Zadesky et al. discloses the scroll control unit changes a 
scroll amount based on a distance from the predetermined point to the specification 
point, and changes a scroll direction based on a direction of the specification point with 
respect to the predetermined point when the display is scrolled from a first portion of the 
data to a second portion of the data, the second portion being different from the first 
portion (see col. 7, lines 22-61, col. 12, lines 21-38, col. 14, lines 11-14). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the electronic program guide system of 
Billmaier to include touch screen for scrolling from a first portion of the data to a second 
portion of the data, the second portion being different than the first portion as taught by 
Zadesky et al. for the advantage of providing an intuitive way to scroll on a display 
screen. 

Regarding claim 2, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 1). Zadesky et al. discloses wherein the specification point 
detection unit detects a point on the display screen pressed by a user with the user's 
finger as the specification point (see col. 7, lines 3-1 7, col. 1 1 , lines 65-67, col. 1 2, lines 
21-24 and fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 3, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claim 2). Zadesky et al. discloses wherein the scroll control unit 
scrolls the display of the display area based on the specification point detected by the 
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specification point detection unit and a center point of the display screen as the 
predetermined point (see col. 7, lines 22-61, col. 12, lines 21-38, col. 14, lines 11-14). 

Regarding claim 4, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 3). Zadesky et al. discloses wherein the scroll control unit 
scrolls the display of the display area based on a direction from the center point to the 
specification point and at least one of a distance from the center point to the 
specification point and specification pressure at the specification point (see col. 2, lines 
4-20, col. 3, lines 11-27). 

Regarding claim 6, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 1). Billmaier discloses a program-unit regulation unit for 
regulating a move distance of the scrolling by the scroll control unit in program units 
(see col. 13, lines 9-15). 

Regarding claim 7, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 1). Billmaier discloses a time-unit regulation unit for regulating 
a move distance of the scrolling by the scroll control unit in predetermined time units 
(see col. 13, lines 9-15). 

Regarding claim 8, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 1). Billmaier discloses a broadcast-service-unit regulation unit 
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for regulating a move distance of the scrolling by the scroll control unit in broadcast 
service units (see col. 13, lines 9-15). 

Claim 10 is directed toward embody the method of claim 9 in "computer readable 
medium". It would have been obvious to embody the procedures of Billmaier and 
Zadesky et al. as discussed with respect to claim 9 in a "computer readable medium" in 
order that the instructions could be automatically performed by a processor. 

Regarding claim 12, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Zadesky et al. discloses wherein the scroll control unit 
changes the scroll amount based on the distance from the predetermined point to the 
specification point such that the scroll amount increases based on increasing distance 
from the predetermined point to the specification point (see col. 2, lines 4-20, col. 3, 
lines 11-27). 

Regarding claim 13, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 9). Zadesky et al. discloses wherein the scroll amount is 
changed based on the distance from the predetermined point to the specification point 
such that the scroll amount increases based on increasing distance from the 
predetermined point to the specification point (see col. 2, lines 4-20, col. 3, lines 1 1-27). 
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3. Claims 5 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Billmaier (U.S. Patent No. 7,076,202) and Zadesky et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
7,333,092) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Amro et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,278,443). 

Regarding claim 5, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 1). 

In an analogous art, Amro et al. discloses wherein if the specification point 
detected by the specification point detection unit is an end portion of the display screen, 
the scroll control unit displays content of an end portion of the screen positioned in a 
direction from the center point to the specification point on the display screen (see col. 
5, lines 52-col. 6, lines 10, lines 40-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the systems and methods of Billmaier and 
Zadesky et al. to include wherein if the specification point detected by the specification 
point detection unit is an end portion of the display screen, the scroll control unit 
displays content of an end portion of the screen positioned in a direction from the center 
point to the specification point on the display screen as taught by Amro et al. for the 
advantage of determining the location of the finger. 

Regarding claim 14, Billmaier and Zadesky et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). 
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In an analogous art, Amro et al. discloses wherein the specification point 
detection unit determines whether a user's finger is moved off of the display screen, and 
if the user's finger is moved off the display screen, the specification point detection unit 
determines an image area to which a move is to be made based on the specification 
point last detected by the specification point detection unit (see col. 5, lines 52-col. 6, 
lines 10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the systems and methods of Billmaier and 
Zadesky et al. to include wherein the specification point detection unit determines 
whether a user's finger is moved off of the display screen, and if the user's finger is 
moved off the display screen, the specification point detection unit determines an image 
area to which a move is to be made based on the specification point last detected by 
the specification point detection unit as taught by Amro et al. for the advantage of being 
cost efficient. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NNENNA N. EKPO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1663. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian T. Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Nnenna Ekpo/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 
January 29, 2010. 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



